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    TADA Performance Company (previously Diamond Dance Company), established in 1999, Milford’s longest 
running dance company, opened its doors to students for the first time in 2012 as Diamond Dance Studio at the 
request of parents in the community.  In 2013, the school was renamed the Tatiana-Akinfieva Dance Academy 
(TADA) after the illustrious founder of the company.  In the first two years of the studio’s existence, TADA 
doubled its student enrollment and moved into a larger location on Front Street.  Since that time, TADA has 
continued to grow. We were thrilled to purchase a new building in 2018 where we have continued to grow in our 
state of the art facility. 

TADA students and staff have won numerous awards and scholarships and been accepted into many 
notable summer training programs over the past several years. In 2017, we were proud to have one of our 
ensembles place third at Youth America Grand Prix Regionals and be invited to compete at the Finals in NYC. 
Since then, we have been awarded prestigious awards at NYCDA, 24-Seven Dance, the Delaware Dance Festival, 
JUMP, Groove, Ticket to Broadway and the National Ballet Competition. TADA is now widely recognized as one of 
the area’s top studios and notably has had dancers featured on the Harry Connick Jr. Show. 

     TADA is proud to operate as a non-profit organization, with our studio supporting the TADA Performance 
Company. This structure enables us to keep our mission at the heart of everything we do. 

​ The mission is simple yet powerful: to bring exceptional, high-quality dance education to the Milford 
area in a warm, family centered environment. We are committed to cultivating not only skilled dancers, but 
confident, compassionate individuals. Whether your child dances with us for a single season or many years, we 
hope their time at TADA instills a lifelong love for the art of dance and a sense of pride in their 
accomplishments that will stay with them far beyond the studio walls. 

We are proud to welcome you to the TADA Family! Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can improve 
your experience! 

 
 
 



 
2026-2027  CLASS SCHEDULE 

Subject to change due to enrollment and/or availability of staff 
 Please check with an instructor if you have questions regarding placement. 

 
 

ARGO- Studio 1 TAT’S- Studio 2 POP’S- Studio 3 
Monday 

5:00-6:00 Ballet 4 5:00-6:00 Ballet 3 5:00-5:30 Creative Movement 
6:00-6:45 Jazz 4 6:00-6:45 Contemp 3 5:30-6:00  Jazz 2 
6:45-8:15 Ballet 6 6:45-8:15 PP Ballet/Pointe 6:00-6:45 Ballet 2 
8:15-9:00 PP Jazz 8:15-9:00 Contemp 6 7:00-8:15 Ballet 5 

    8:15-9:00 Pointe 2 
Tuesday 

5:00-5:30 Acro 4 5:15-6:15 Ballet/Jazz 1 5:00-5:45 Pre-2 Ballet/Tap 
5:30-6:15 Acro 5 6:15-6:45 Acro 1 5:45-6:30 Contemporary 4 
6:15-7:30  Ballet 5 6:45-7:30  Acro 6/PP 6:30-7:30 Ballet 4/Pre-pointe 

7:30-9:00 Ballet 6/Pointe 7:30-8:15 Jazz 5 
7:30-9:00 PP Ballet/Variations   8:15-9:00 Contemporary 5 

Wednesday 
5:30-6:30 Ballet 3/4 5:15-6:00 Pre 1 Ballet/Tap 5:15-6:00 Pre 2 Ballet/Tap 
6:45-7:30 PP Contemporary 6:00-7:30 Ballet 6 6:30-7:15 Pre Pointe/Pointe 1 
7:30-9:00 PP Ballet 7:30-9:00 Ballet 5/Conditioning   

Thursday  
5:00-5:45 Ballet 2   5:00-5:30 Creative Movement 
5:45-6:15 Contemp 2 5:30-6:15 Pre 3 Ballet/Tap 5:30-6:15 Ballet 3 
6:15-7:15 Ballet 4 6:15-7:00 Acro 2/3 6:30-7:15 Jazz 6 
7:15-8:15 Company Class 7:15-8:30 Ballet 5 7:15-8:00 Jazz 3 
8:15-9:00 Company Rehearsal 8:30-9:00 Level 5 Co. Rehearsal   

FRIDAY 
4:30- 9:00 TADA PC and/or TADA COMP Rehearsals 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
TADA PC and/or TADA COMP Rehearsals TADA PC and/or TADA COMP Rehearsals TADA PC and/or TADA COMP Rehearsals 

 
*Creative Movement and Pre-2 Ballet/Tap are held once a week. Please choose the class that works best for your 
schedule. 
 
*Students must attend ballet classes to enroll in Jazz, Contemporary, or Acro. 
 
*Ballet 2 is two nights per week.  
 
*Ballet 3 requires 2 ballet classes per week. 3 ballet classes per week are recommended. The recital dance will be 
staged in the Thursday ballet class. 
 
*Ballet 4, 5, 6, and Pre-Professional requires 3 nights per week.    
 
*Company class is a class for students in Levels 6 and Pre Professional who are members of TADA Performance 
Company and wish to maximize their growth. 
 
*Company Rehearsal is a continuation of Company Class for Level 5 - Pre Professional students who are members of 
TADA Performance Company. Students participating in TADA Performance Company should enroll in their level’s 
class.   
 
*Acro 4, 5, 6 & Pre Professional students who choose not to participate in the recital performance will conclude Acro 
classes as of February 1. Following that date, class time will focus primarily on recital choreography and 
performance preparation. All acro students will have the opportunity to perform in recital this year. Acro 1-3 will 
perform exhibition style routines. Acro 4-PP will perform in a combined production number.  
​  
*Although we make every effort to avoid schedule changes, the schedule is subject to change. 

 
*Students are evaluated by the teachers on an ongoing basis. Instructors may make level changes (up or back) 
based on student performance and attendance up until Jan. 1st. 
 

 
 
 
 



TADA Schedule Cont. 
 

2026/27 Year - Tuesday, September 8th - Sunday, May 16th 
 

Recital is scheduled for Sunday, May 16, 2027 
 (This date is subject to change at the discretion of the theater. Dress rehearsals are mandatory.)​

 
CLOSED: 

Milford Parade: Wed, Oct. 21st 
Veteran’s Day: Mon, Nov. 11 
Thanksgiving:  Nov. 26-27 
The Nutcracker: Dec 1-3 (some classes) 
*Winter Break:  December 14 - Jan 1 (no charge 
for the month of December). Company class will be 
held. 
MLK Day:  Monday, Jan. 18th 

 
Spring Show:  TBD (some classes) 
Spring Break: March 29- April 2 
In-Studio Recital Dress Rehearsal: May 10-15 
Theater Dress Rehearsal:  May 16th 
Recital: May 16th @ Lake Forest High School 
 
Mandatory for participation in recital. 
 

 
Anti-Bullying Policy 

At TADA, we are committed to fostering a positive and inclusive environment for all students, staff and 
visitors. Bullying of any kind whether verbal, physical, or online will not be tolerated. Bullying includes 
repeated behaviors such as teasing, name-calling, spreading rumors or misinformation, or any form 
of physical aggression intended to harm or embarrass another individual. Any form of bullying will be 
investigated and may result in immediate action including warning, suspension, or dismissal from the 
studio. Students or parents who witness or experience bullying are encouraged to report it to an 
instructor or staff member.   

Attendance 
Dancers must attend all classes and rehearsals to which they are assigned/registered. Students 
should arrive no more than 10 mins early to class or rehearsal. Dancers must be properly attired and 
prepared, and begin at the scheduled time. The first exercises in class are critical for preparing the 
body and mind and must not be missed. Students who arrive more than 15 minutes late may be asked 
to observe instead of participate due to the risk of injury.  
 
If a student is unable to attend for any reason, please message your instructor on BAND as a 
courtesy.  
 
Dancers who miss more than 5 classes between February 1 and the recital may be removed from the 
recital piece.  We understand that these are busy months but attendance is essential in order to 
maintain the highest level of performance for our recital. 
 
BAND 
We use the “BAND” app to get out important information regarding last minute schedule changes, 
reminders and/or cancellations.  In order to join the group please sign-up via the following link: 
https://band.us/n/a7ac4egcR837j 
 
It is important to sign up for both the TADA BAND group AND your dancer’s specific level BAND. 
 
Class Placement 
Every dancer is evaluated individually to determine placement in their class level. We use age as a 
general guide but also take into account the dancer's ability, technique, strength, maturity, work ethic, 

https://band.us/n/a7ac4egcR837j


behavior and class attendance. Recommendations for level placement 
will be made by your dancer’s lead teacher and reviewed by other senior 
members of the staff. Dancers learn and grow at their own pace. Our 
goal is to have every dancer working at a level where they are able to 
master appropriate technique while being challenged.  
 
We may move a dancer up or down a level anytime before January 1st if 
needed to meet their individual training needs. 
 
Dancers should not expect to move up a level every year as in a 
traditional educational setting. There are only seven levels in the 
advanced ballet program and therefore it is normal and expected for 
dancers to spend more than one year in a level. 
 
Disciplinary Procedure 
To ensure a focused, safe, and positive environment for all dancers, we 
expect students to maintain respect for their instructors, peers, and the 
artistic process. Instructors handle standard classroom management—such as verbal warnings, 
redirections, or asking a dancer to temporarily sit out—at their own professional discretion. However, 
if a student’s behavior is significantly distracting, repeatedly out of line, or compromises the learning 
environment, instructors have the full authority to immediately escalate to a formal Class Dismissal. 
 
In the event that an instructor must escalate a behavioral issue, the following protocol will be strictly 
enforced: 

Class Dismissal: The dancer will be removed from the studio room for the remainder of the evening. 
They will wait securely in the front lobby, a parent will be called, and the student must be picked up 
early. Instructors will log this formal dismissal with the Office Manager. 

Three Dismissals (Suspension): If a dancer receives three (3) Class Dismissals within a season, they will 
be given a mandatory one-week suspension from all classes and rehearsals. Before returning, a 
required parent meeting with the Studio Director and the instructor (when available) must take place. 

Post-Suspension Review: Returning from a suspension is contingent upon a strict commitment to 
improved behavior. If a dancer's disruptive behavior continues and results in another Class Dismissal 
after a suspension has been served, the Studio Director and Board President reserve the right to 
immediately review the dancer’s standing, which may result in permanent dismissal from the program. 

Immediate Escalation for Severe Behavior 

TADA School of Dance reserves the right to bypass this tiered system for severe infractions. Any 
behavior involving physical aggression, bullying, or extreme disrespect will result in immediate 
removal for the evening and potential suspension or dismissal from the program. 

(Note: Suspensions or dismissals from the program due to disciplinary action are not eligible for 
tuition refunds.) 

Dress Code  
 

Creative Movement and Pre-Ballet/Tap 1-3 students must wear pink tights (skin-toned optional), pink 
ballet slippers (skin-toned optional) or skin toned tap shoes (Pre-Ballet/Tap 1-3 students only, CM 
students do not have tap) and a pink or black leotard.  Skirts are permitted.  Hair must be worn in a 
bun. Please do not use claw clips in your hair. The clips do not hold the dancer’s hair and can be 
dangerous when doing floor work.  
 



Boys should wear a white t-shirt and black pants or gym shorts with black ballet slippers and/or black 
tap shoes. 
 
Ballet 1-Pre-professional students are expected to wear pink tights (skin-toned optional), a BLACK 
leotard and pink (skin-toned optional) ballet slippers and/or pointe shoes.  Skirts are permitted. Hair 
must be worn in bun. Please do not use claw clips in your hair. The clips do not hold the dancer’s hair 
and can be dangerous when doing floor work. Boys should wear a white t-shirt and black pants or 
gym shorts with black ballet slippers and/or black tap and jazz shoes. 
 
Ballet 5/6/Pre-professional students are permitted to wear any color leotard on Thursday evenings 
(they must wear a black leo Mon/Tues/Wed). 
 
Contemporary students should see their instructor for specific 
class attire.  No loose or baggy clothing will be permitted.   

Jazz students should see their instructor for specific class attire.  
No loose or baggy clothing will be permitted.  Jazz 1 - 4 will need 
to purchase skin-toned split sole jazz shoes. Level 5, 6 and 
Pre-professional will need black split sole jazz shoes. Boys should 
purchase black split sole jazz shoes. 

Acro students will need to wear any combination of a leotard, 
sports bra, dance shorts and/or leggings. Any color is 
acceptable. No baggy clothing or shoes.  

There is a limited collection of shoes and tights available for 
purchase at the studio. Payment is due at the time of purchase. 
Please make sure you have an updated card on file to be 
charged if you or your dancer do not have cash. 

Financial Aid 

Through our association with Diamond Dance Company, a 501c3 registered non-profit organization 
committed to the promotion of dance in the local community, TADA School of Dance is pleased to be 
able to offer a limited number of Dance Scholarships/Financial Aid to students wishing to attend 
classes at our studio.  Financial Aid and Scholarships are awarded based on financial need, and are 
subject to availability of openings in classes.  Scholarship funding is limited and may vary from year 
to year. 

Financial Aid Forms will be reviewed by the Diamond Dance Company Board of Directors and a 
decision will be issued within 60 days of receipt.  Financial Aid requests will  be granted for a period 
not to exceed one year.  If the need for financial aid goes beyond a year, the student must reapply at 
the end of the year.  Financial Aid is not guaranteed and does not include "extras" including costumes, 
dance festivals, conventions, etc.  Regular attendance is required for each dancer receiving financial 
aid.  All information obtained in this process is confidential. Please email 
president@diamonddanceco.com for the application link. 
Key Fob Policy 

TADA provides one (1) key fob per family and one (1) key fob per dancer. Families may choose to decline 
a dancer's key fob if it is not needed due to the dancer's age or level of independence.  

All key fobs are assigned to specific individuals and should not be shared. Please keep your key fob(s) 
in your possession at all times. 

mailto:president@diamonddanceco.com


If a key fob is lost, damaged, or not functioning properly, please contact Denise Forey at 
tadaballetdelaware@gmail.com or stop by the front desk for assistance. A $20 replacement fee will be 
assessed for lost or damaged key fobs unless the issue is determined to be a technical malfunction. 

All key fobs remain the property of TADA and must be returned when a dancer withdraws from the 
studio or otherwise leaves TADA. A $20 fee will be assessed for each key fob that is not returned. 

Locker Policy 
 
Lockers are provided at no charge to senior company members in levels 6 and Pre-Professional. 
Lockers will be provided to Level 5 company members when space allows. Dancers may use a lock on 
their locker but must provide the code/combination/key to the front desk. Staff reserves the right to 
open and search lockers at any time. TADA is not responsible for missing or damaged items. Students 
may not store food or dirty attire in their locker overnight. At no time should any student enter the 
locker of another student without permission. All lockers will be emptied and cleaned at the end of the 
year. Personal items left behind will be discarded. A student’s locker assignment may be revoked for 
policy infractions. 
 
Medication Distribution Policy  
 
Only designated staff members at the dance studio are authorized to handle and distribute 
medication to students. If a designated staff member is not present, no medication of any type may 
be distributed.  Designated staff members are: 

a.​ Denise Forey 
b.​ Christy Stevenson 
c.​ Aimee String 
d.​ Misty Yencer 

 
Prescription medication will only be distributed to a student if a signed, written consent form is 
provided by the parent or legal guardian. 

 
Over the Counter Medication WILL NOT be given to any student under the age of 15 unless required 
in an emergency situation. Should an emergency occur, staff will first call the parent or legal guardian 
for permission and seek professional medical assistance if necessary. 
 
Students ages 15 and up may be distributed over the counter medication at their request with a 
signed parental permission form on file at the studio. Parental permission must be obtained each 
dance year. 
 
Please see the front desk for a medication distribution form. 
 
Social Media 

Please check out our website and follow us on Facebook and Instagram for important information 
and news. 

Website: www.tadaschoolofdance.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TADAballet 

​ Instagram: tada_delaware 
​   
Pictures of dancers can be challenging and we want to make sure that every dancer is portrayed 
respectfully and appropriately. Prior to posting any pictures on social media please be sure to scan 
the background to ensure that we are protecting every dancer’s modesty. 

mailto:tadaballetdelaware@gmail.com
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TADA is very much like a family. We will spend a lot of time together and inevitably there will be 
conflicts along the way. We respectfully request that you think twice prior to making negative social 
media posts about casting, staff or another dancer. Our children, peers and younger dancers are 
watching us and learning how we deal with conflict. Lashing out on social media is never the best way 
to resolve conflict and is often counter-productive. We are happy to facilitate phone conversations or 
in-person meetings at any time. Please help us to protect everyone in the TADA family and teach 
healthy conflict resolution skills. 

Parking 
When entering our parking lot to drop your dancer at the door, or to pick up, ENTER our parking lot 
from North Washington Street ONLY. When exiting, only EXIT onto NE 2nd Street.   
 
When dropping your child off, please pull forward to allow other vehicles to pull behind you as 
dancers exit/enter vehicles. We can easily fit 3-4 vehicles in a line for drop off/pick up. 
 
Please moderate your speed when exiting and entering our parking lot.  
 
After 6:00pm Monday through Thursday our studio parking lot is for instructors and teen drivers 
ONLY.  This is to ensure that our teen drivers and instructors are parked at the studio when leaving 
after 9:00pm. 
 
If you are waiting for your dancer while they are in class, you can park in available public lots or on 
the street.  If you are on the street, please DO NOT block our entrance or exit or any other businesses 
around us.  
 
The grassy area/parking spaces to the left of the building is for Staff only. Please do not park here or 
block these spaces. 
 
Please make sure that anyone responsible for picking up your dancer (grandparents, siblings, aunts, 
uncle, etc.) are aware of these guidelines in order to keep all of our dancers and families safe. 
 

 
 
Pointe Shoes 

Much like class levels, every dancer will be individually evaluated to determine when it is safe for them 
to begin training en pointe. We understand that this is a much anticipated milestone for every dancer 
and we take the responsibility for their safety very seriously.  
 
When a dancer goes en pointe depends a lot on the dancer. Students must demonstrate a mastery of 
beginner ballet concepts, appropriate ankle, core & foot strength, appropriate muscle development, 
class attendance, maturity, work ethic and ability. Some of the things mentioned are within the 
dancer’s control while others are not. It’s important that a dancer wait until they are both physically 
and mentally ready to train en pointe or they will face the risk of serious injury. Dancers are typically 
ready for pointe training between the ages of 11-13. 
 



A minimum of three of our senior instructors will evaluate your dancer to assess whether they are 
ready for pointe training. Upon completing a minimum of 6 months of pre-pointe training (which 
happens in regularly scheduled classes) we will begin monitoring your dancer for readiness. Please 
remember that we are all on the same team. We all want what is best for your dancer and can’t wait 
until they meet this milestone! We do not hold dancers back from going en pointe as soon as they 
demonstrate that they are ready. It would be easier for us if there was a specific time that we could 
put everyone en pointe together but that is not what would be safest for our dancers. We understand 
and empathize that the wait can be difficult but encourage all dancers to continue to work hard and 
celebrate the success of their friends. The age that a dancer goes en pointe has no correlation to 
their ultimate success as a dancer. 
 
Private Lessons 
Private lessons will be offered at the discretion of TADA’s staff and as schedules allow. These lessons 
are an opportunity for TADA students to work one on one with an instructor to hone and strengthen 
technique. Private lessons generally range from $40-$75 per hour depending on the instructor. Private 
Lessons may be scheduled through a staff member or by contacting TADA Director, Aimee String via 
BAND. 
 
To maintain fairness and ensure smooth operation of our programs, all dancers must be regularly 
attending classes and be up to date on their tuition payments before scheduling or participating in 
private lessons. Any tuition balances must be resolved prior to booking or attending a private 
session. Payment for a private lesson is due at the time of the lesson. 
 
Failure to comply with this policy may result in the suspension or cancellation of any scheduled 
private lessons. 
 
Recital 
The recital is scheduled for May 16th. Dress Rehearsals are MANDATORY and will take place 
Monday-Saturday (May 10-15) leading up to the show. 
 
Dancers who miss more than 5 classes between February 1 and the recital may be removed from the 
recital piece.  We understand that these are busy months but attendance is essential in order to 
maintain the highest level of performance for our recital. 
 
Recital Costumes 
All dancers will need to purchase costumes for ballet, 
contemporary, acro and jazz classes. Pointe 1 and Advanced 
Variations will also require the purchase of a costume in addition 
to the student’s regular ballet costume.  

Pre Ballet/Tap 1-3 students will purchase only ONE costume. 
Instructors will choose to do either a ballet OR a tap dance for 
recital.   

A NON-REFUNDABLE costume deposit of $25 per costume is due 
on November 1, 2026. 

Once recital costumes have been ordered, families are responsible 
for the full remaining balance – regardless of whether or not the 
dancer ultimately participates in the recital. Costume orders are 
placed well in advance and are non-refundable. 

Costume balances are due February 26, 2027. 

Any needed alterations for recital costumes are NOT the responsibility of TADA. 



Recital costumes not picked up within 30 days after recital will be donated. No refund or credit will be 
issued.  

Student Illness Policy 

Please use the following guidelines and keep your child at home if any of these symptoms are present 
(unless given a medical notice from the doctor allowing participation): 

-fever of 100 degrees or greater (before medication) 
-an undiagnosed rash 
-an earache or draining ear 
-diarrhea or vomiting 
-severe sore throat 
-persistent or severe cough 
-persistent or severe headache 
-any known communicable disease 
-evidence of head lice 
 
If your child has a fever of 100 degrees or greater, they must be fever free without medication for 24 
hours before returning to dance. A child also needs to be free of diarrhea for 24 hours to return to 
dance. 
 
If your child’s doctor diagnoses them with a communicable disease, please notify staff so we can 
notify parents of other students in the classroom, if necessary. Communicable diseases include Covid, 
chickenpox, Coxsackie Virus (hand, foot, and mouth disease), croup, Pertussis (whooping cough), pink 
eye, pinworms, impetigo, fifth disease, hepatitis, flu, measles, mumps, meningitis, strep throat, lice, 
ringworm, and scabies. 
 
Missed classes due to illness, school, vacation or family events may be made up by attending a class 
one level below or (with teacher permission) one class above the student’s current level. 
 
Summer Classes 
 
TADA will announce its summer schedule in the spring of 2027.  All students are strongly encouraged 
to attend a summer dance program at TADA or another school. Students who are en-pointe or being 
considered to go en-pointe in the fall are REQUIRED to 
enroll in a summer dance program.  This is to ensure the 
continued strength and safety of our dancers.  Students 
who do not enroll in a summer dance program may be 
temporarily removed from pointe or delayed from going 
en pointe until they are able to demonstrate adequate 
strength to safely go en pointe.  
 
Tuition fees for summer classes will be added to accounts 
within one week of submitting your registration form and 
a detailed statement with all fees and due dates will be 
emailed.  All registration fees, Creative Movement Camp 
and Pre Level Camp payments are due upon receipt of 
statement.   
 
While we do offer a full scholarship for male dancers 
during our regular dance season, they will be required to 
pay in full for all summer camps/classes. 
 
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced Intensives balances are due by June 15, 2027.  
 



If your dancer wishes to participate in the TADA Performance Company they must take the week-long 
Boot Camp held in August. All Boot Camp tuition is due by August 1st.  
 
Senior Company members and Senior apprentices have additional summer attendance requirements. 
Please see the company handbook for additional information.  
 
Tuition for summer classes is only refundable up to 30 days prior to the start of your camp or 
intensive. There are no refunds or adjustments for missed classes. 

 
TADA Performance Company 
 
The Company is open to all dancers ages 7 and up with at least one full year of ballet training. Dancers do NOT 
have to be a student at the TADA School of Dance. (Pointe Dancers may need to attend Company Class at TADA  
on Thursday evenings) but must attend classes regularly at a reputable dance school. Dancers interested in 
auditioning must attend the Company Boot Camp held in August.  
 
There is a membership fee of $275 per dancer to be in the company (there is a 10% discount for each additional 
child after your first). Payments will be due by cash or check (to Diamond Dance Company) as follows: $150 of this 
fee is due by October 1, 2026 with the remainder due by November 15, 2026. Payments can be dropped off in 
person to our studio at 121 N Washington St, Milford, DE 19963. The company fee will remain the same whether 
your dancer completes the entire season or decides to withdraw after Nutcracker.  
 
This year dancers will perform the Nutcracker Ballet and Coppelia.  
 
Rehearsals for productions will take place on Saturdays and Sundays (Thursdays for some members).  
 
Dancers in Level 5 - Pre-Professional Program must also enroll in the Thursday evening Level 5 Company 
Rehearsal or Company Class (Levels 6 & PP) and will periodically be scheduled for Friday evening rehearsals as 
necessary. Please see the Performance Company Handbook for more information. 
 

 
 
Unscheduled Closings 
Canceled classes due to staff emergency or inclement weather will be rescheduled on another night when 
possible. Classes may be combined.  In the event that classes cannot be rescheduled, students are encouraged 
to take a class one level below (or with teacher permission) one level above. 
  
Closings will be announced via the TADA Band app and on TADA’s Facebook page. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
2026-2027 Tuition Rates 

 Registration (Non-Refundable) - $35 per child or $50 per family​
*Checks payable to Tatiana Akinfieva Dance Academy ​

-Debit/Credit payment available 
 

Level 
Creative Movement, Pre 

Ballet/Tap Levels or  
Ballet ONLY 

Ballet +1 BalletPLUS 
Program 

 Monthly Monthly Monthly 
Creative Movement $90 N/A N/A 

Pre-1, Pre-2, Pre-3 $100 N/A N/A 
Ballet/Jazz 1 $140 $170 N/A 

Ballet 2  $175 $225 $250 
Ballet 3/4 $210 $235 $275 
Ballet 5 $220 $250 $290 

6/Pre-Professional $240 $265 $305 
BalletPLUS  
Program 2 

Ballet - 2 per/wk, w/ Jazz, Acro, Contemporary - 1 class of each 
Total 5 per/wk 

BalletPLUS  
Program 3 

Ballet - 3 per/wk, w/ Jazz, Acro, Contemporary - 1 class each 
Total 6 per/wk 

BalletPLUS  
Program 4 

Ballet - 4 per/wk, w/ Jazz, Contemporary, Acro-  1 class each 
Total 7 per/wk (+pre pointe/pointe 1 - level 4) 

BalletPLUS  
Program 5 

Ballet - 4 per/wk, w/ Jazz, Contemporary, Acro - 1 class each 
Total 7 per/wk, (+pointe 2 - level 5) 

BalletPLUS 6 
& Pre-Professional 

Ballet - 3 per/wk,  w/ Jazz, Contemp, Acro - 1 class each 
Total 6 classes per/wk  

(w/ extended class times) (+TP Company Class), 
(+Variations Pre Pro only) 

 
Payments 

Payments can be made by cash, credit, debit and/or checks. Checks payable to TADA. 
Tuition payments are made in 8 equal payments (September-November & January-May) and are due by the 15th 
of each month. Tuition payments not made by the 25th of the month will be assessed a $25 late fee. 

Sibling discount:  10% second child, 50% third child 

$30.00 returned check fee or insufficient funds for debit/credit card payments 

Students who are more than 60 days delinquent on tuition will not be permitted to register for “extra” dance 
activities (ie: Competition, Convention, Delaware Dance Festival, Grand Prix, etc.). Students whose accounts are 
more than 15 days delinquent will not be eligible to sign up for private lessons. 

Male students ages 2.5-18, are invited to attend classes on a full tuition scholarship.  Please inquire for further 
details. 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 
(age is only a recommendation and used as a reference-students are placed in levels based on ability. 

Students often remain in a level for multiple years). 
 
Creative Movement  (typically Age 2.5-3)- In this class children will explore moving to music and rhythms.  A great 
first class for children who are too young for our Beginner Dance Class. Creative Movement is the exploration of 
dance movement with the use of imagery. We focus on creative movement which builds on the necessary gross 
motor skills needed for primary dance instruction. We use fun, upbeat music to learn basic skills like hopping, 
skipping, jumping, galloping, and balance coordination. A variety of educational props, instruments, and 
manipulatives are used in class. 
 
Pre Ballet/Tap 1 (approx. Age 4)- During this stage of dance development, introductory technique is the primary 
focus in ballet. Students learn the 5 positions of the feet, arm positions, and participate in basic center/ floor 
exercises such as plies, tendus, and rond de jambe. Tap technique includes steps like stamp, shuffles, stomps, 
and flaps. Students will dance a series of repetitive movements which build upon each other. Students learn to 
use movement as an expression of themselves while developing strength and poise. 
 
Pre Ballet/Tap 2 (approx. Age 5)-2 years of dance experience preferred-All of the above with the addition of an 
emphasis on more advanced techniques and terminologies while increasing the student’s awareness of proper 
body alignment and musical comprehension.  Students will begin basic barre work in order to further 
strengthen balance and alignment. 
 
Pre Ballet/Tap 3 (approx. Ages 6)-2-3 years of dance experience preferred-All of the above with the addition of an 
emphasis on more advanced techniques and terminologies while increasing the student’s awareness of proper 
body alignment and musical comprehension.  Students will add additional barre work in order to further 
strengthen balance and alignment and prepare for entry into our Advanced Ballet Program. 
 
 
Ballet 1 (approx. Age 6+), Foundations 
 
Focus: Introduction to movement, introduction of the ballet barre and simple structure, musicality and 
classroom structure 
 
Ballet for this age group reinforces the basic concepts learned in Pre-Ballet and then gradually moves the 
students into the traditional ballet class format of barre followed by center exercises. The process is gradual to 
ensure that students develop their muscles correctly and do not force turnout. Moving in time with the music 
becomes more important, as well as memorization of ballet terminology. Character dance steps are 
incorporated into classes. 
 
Expectations:  Follow simple instructions and classroom etiquette, develop listening skill and body awareness, 
participate with focus and enthusiasm.  
 
Ballet 2 (approx. Age 7+), Beginner Ballet 
Focus: Basic technique, increasing flexibility and turnout. Emphasis on proper posture, alignment and 
terminology.  
 
Ballet for this age group reinforces the basic concepts learned in Ballet 1 and then gradually moves the students 
into the traditional ballet class format of a full barre followed by center exercises. The process is gradual to 
ensure that students develop their muscles correctly and do not force turnout. Moving in time with the music 
becomes more important, as well as memorization of ballet terminology. Character dance steps are 
incorporated into classes. More complex combinations are given as students progress. 
 
Expectations:  Learn and retain basic ballet vocabulary, demonstrate focus and respect in class, show 
coordination and musical awareness, begin doing a full age appropriate barre  
 
Ballet 3 (approx. Age 8+ or by invitation), Elementary Ballet 
Focus:  Strength, coordination and consistency. Students will build strength and refine basic technique while 
increasing class complexity.  
This level of training is designed for children who want to advance their studies and, for girls, prepares them for 
pointe. The traditional ballet class format of barre followed by center exercises is used. Correct placement and 
turnout continue to be emphasized. More complex combinations are given as students progress.  



 
Expectations:  Consistent effort and focus throughout class, improved 
balance, coordination and control, ability to execute combinations with 
guidance, demonstrate classroom discipline and readiness to learn 
 
Ballet 4, Pre-Pointe/Pointe 1 (approx. Age 9+)-Intermediate Ballet 
Focus: Technique development, precision of movement, increase in core 
strength. Develop into beginning poignant work. Students should deepen 
their technical understanding and begin more demanding combinations. 
 
Ballet 4 and Pointe offers intense training for the intermediate to advanced 
dancer in technique and pointe work. The curriculum includes difficult 
adagio work, multiple pirouettes, complicated allegro with beats, and greater 
attention to artistry and performance qualities. We will continue to work and 
achieve proper lines of the legs and feet, along with flexibility and strength 
while executing the appropriate steps for this level. Attendance is required 3 
times per week. 
 
Expectations: Strong work ethic and commitment to improvement, retention 
of combinations and corrections, increased strength/flexibility/turnout, ability to self-correct with guidance 
 
Ballet  5 and 6 (approx. Age 11+ )- Intermediate/Advanced Ballet 
Focus:  Strength, artistry and technical refinement, Students are expected to show increased maturity, 
consistency and dedication to training. 
 
These classes offer more intense training for the advanced dancer in technique and pointe work. The 
curriculum includes difficult adagio work, multiple pirouettes, complicated allegro with beats, and greater 
attention to artistry and performance qualities. We will continue to work and achieve proper lines of the legs 
and feet, along with flexibility and strength while executing the appropriate steps for this level. Advanced 
students are encouraged to participate in all performance opportunities as part of their training. Attendance is 
required 4 times per week. 
 
Expectations:  Consistent technique and attention to detail, strong alignment, control and extension, ability to 
retain longer combinations, demonstrate artistry and performance quality, commitment to regular attendance 
 
Pre-Professional Ballet,  Contemporary and Jazz (approx. Age 15+)-   
Focus: Pre-professional training and performance quality. Students attain the highest level with emphasis on 
precision, strength, consistency and artistic expression 
 
These classes offer the highest level of training for dancers who have demonstrated proficiency in the style of 
dance.  Dancers will be accepted into the program on an invitation only basis.  Dancers must maintain a high 
level of work ethic and class attendance. Dancers will continue to hone their skills and technique in preparation 
for a professional career in dance. 
 
Expectations: High level of discipline and self-motivation, quick retention of complex combinations, strong 
pointe technique, ability to apply corrections independently, demonstrate professionalism in class 
   
Jazz 1- For students in ballet 1.  A combination of traditional jazz, contemporary, modern, and lyrical dance. 
 
Jazz and Contemporary/Lyrical-2 or 3- For students in level 2 or 3 ballet- Same as above with more complex 
combinations. 
 
Jazz and Contemporary/Lyrical 4-PP- For students in ballet levels 4, 5, 6 or PP - Same as above with more 
complex combinations, when applicable the opportunity to choreograph along with the instructor. 
 
Acro - combines classical dance technique with acrobatic elements. It trains each student on strength, 
conditioning, flexibility, and balance/focusing. 
 



 
 

Jordan Adkins has over twenty years of dance experience. In those years, Jordan has been a student at the 
Marion Tracey Dance Studio and the First State Academy of Dance under the instruction of Tatiana 
Akinfieva-Smith, Maria Fry and Michele Xiques. As a member of the Diamond Dance Company, Jordan has 
performed various principal roles in the Nutcracker and Coppelia, including Snow Queen, Sugar Plum Fairy, and 
Swanhilda. She has also performed the Nutcracker with other surrounding companies such as, the Dance 
Academy of Middletown and the Eastern Shore Ballet Theater. Jordan attended a summer intensive program at 
The Rock School in Philadelphia, allowing her to further her knowledge and skills of dancing. After high school, 
Jordan attended Salisbury University where she received a Bachelor of Science degree in Medical Laboratory 
Sciences. In her four years of college, Jordan was a member of the Salisbury University Dance Company under 
the instruction of Victoria Hutchison and Mary Norton, where she was able to study under established 
choreographers and principal dancers, and choreograph a piece of her own to showcase in the Annual Fall 
performance. After graduating and returning to Delaware, Jordan has continued dancing with the Diamond 
Dance Company in productions such as the Nutcracker, Peter and the Wolf, and The Wizard of Oz. She is 
currently an assistant director with TADA Performance Company. Jordan currently resides in Harrington, DE 
with her husband Jason, their daughter and son,  and  two dogs Cassie and Tank. 

Caitlyn Fannin is a Senior at Polytech High School and has been dancing with TADA for 8 years.  She studies 
Ballet, Contemporary, Pointe, Variations and Jazz at TADA and is a Senior Member of the TADA Performance 
Company. She has performed many notable roles including Clara (The Nutcracker), Eel (The Little Mermaid), 
Lead Arabian (Nutcracker), Fairy Godmother (Cinderella) and Dew Drop (Nutcracker). She has been a Teacher’s 
Assistant for several years and loves working with our young dancers. This is Caitlyn's second year as a staff 
member at TADA. 

Aubrey Forey is a freshman at Lake Forest High School and has been dancing at TADA since the age of 4. She 
has studied Ballet, Variations, Contemporary, Jazz, and Tap, and is a member of the TADA Performance 
Company. Aubrey has also trained at First State Ballet Theatre for the past two summers. In 2025, she was 
honored with TADA’s Leadership Award. Some of her favorite roles include Mrs. Potts in Beauty & the Beast, 
Rosebud in The Nutcracker Ballet, and AuGustina in Cinderella. Aubrey has been a teacher’s assistant for 
several years and is excited to finally have a class of her own this season!   

Emma Forey  is a junior at Lake Forest High School and has been dancing since the age of 5. She has trained in 
ballet, contemporary, jazz, variations and tap. Emma served as a teacher’s assistant at TADA for six years before 
beginning to instruct her own classes three years ago. In addition to her work in dance education, she has been 
a member of TADA Performance Company since 2016. Some of her favorite roles have included Clara, Dew Drop 
Fairy and Snow Queen in The Nutcracker, The Curious Crab in The Little Mermaid, the Evil Stepmother in 
Cinderella and Belle in Beauty and the Beast. In 2024, Emma was the recipient of the Teena Friend Memorial 
Scholarship and in 2026 she was awarded the prestigious TADAncer of the Year Award in Ballet. This summer she 
attended Burklyn Ballet’s Summer Intensive in Vermont.  

Renee Friend is a 2020 graduate of the Tatiana Akinfieva Dance Academy. She previously studied with the Dance 
Conservatory and Baltimore School for the Arts. She is trained in classical ballet, contemporary, jazz, tap, and 
hip-hop. Renee also attended summer intensives with the Dance Theatre of Harlem, Debbie Allen Dance 
Academy and Rutgers University. Renee is a proud recipient of several awards and scholarships from the 
National High School Dance Festival and Delaware Dance Festival. She is the Founder of Works of Heart which 
has generated thousands of dollars for nonprofits in Delaware. Renee is a recent graduate of Old Dominion 
University receiving her degree in Public Health. She is thrilled to be at TADA sharing her love and knowledge of 
dance. 

Val Goncharov graduated from the Kiev Ballet Academy in 1982. Upon graduation he was offered a soloist and 
later principal dancer position with the Donetsk Opera and Ballet Theater, where he worked from 1982 to 1992. In 
1992 he moved to the US and became a principal dancer with the Ballet Theater of Pennsylvania and later with 



the Russian Ballet Theater of Delaware. He has extensive experience in teaching the Vaganova method of ballet. 
We are thrilled to welcome Mr. Val to the TADA Family. 

Tori Gregory has been dancing since the age of three. She grew up dancing under the direction of her Great 
Grandmother Tatiana Akinfieva Smith with the Diamond Dance Company, as well as studying at First State 
Academy of Dance and En Pointe. Growing up Tori participated in intensive dance programs with Company 
Dance, New York City Dance Alliance, and Monsters of Contemporary. She has taken classes with well known 
choreographers from the hit show "So You Think You Can Dance" such as Mia Michaels and Tyce Diorio. She 
attended Virginia School of the Arts in Lynchburg, VA for their intensive summer dance program as well. Ms. 
Brown-'Brien was an active member of Diamond Dance Company having performed in the full length 
productions of The Nutcracker, Coppelia, and Snow White. She was very excited to perform in DC's annual 
production of the Nutcracker as the Sugar Plum Fairy and was honored to be dancing her great-grandmother's 
choreography. Tori was crowned Miss Delaware's Teen 2011. Tori is a three time Delaware Dance Festival 
scholarship winner. Tori decided to continue dancing in college. She graduated from Old Dominion University 
with an undergraduate degree in Speech Pathology and Audiology with minors in Special Education and Dance 
& Performing Arts. She received her Masters of Science in Speech and Language in 2019 and also performed as 
part of the Old Dominion University Dance Theater. Tori has created numerous works of award winning 
choreography and currently teaches master dance classes and does freelance choreography. Tori works as a 
Speech Language Pathologist for Norfolk Public Schools. Tori is the great-granddaughter of Tatiana Akinfieva 
Smith, Artistic Director Emeritus and Co-founder of DDC. She resides in Virginia Beach with her husband, Joey, 
her adorable baby boys, Axel and Bowden,  and puppy, Coda.  

Kamryn Lopez is a 2026 graduate of TADA and Lake Forest High School.. She has been dancing since she was 
four years old. She was a pre-professional student studying ballet, tap, contemporary, pointe, jazz, tap and 
variations at TADA. Kamryn was also a senior company member in TADA’s Performance Company and has 
performed numerous ballets including The Nutcracker, Wizard of Oz, The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast 
and Cinderella. Kamryn is very excited to begin her second year on TADA’s Staff. She is also a student at 
Delaware Technical Community College studying Elementary Education.  

Jessica Rodriguez began dancing at the age of three in Milford, DE.  She continued to dance through the age of 
21 and had the privilege of training with Ms. Tatiana Akinfieva-Smith for many of those years.  She trained in 
many styles of dance, including ballet, pointe, lyrical, jazz, hip hop and tap. During her time as a dancer she 
participated in numerous competitions, workshops and shows including The Nutcracker, Coppelia and many 
annual recitals.  Jess’ dance education continued at Salisbury University where she was a member of their 
dance company.  She has always had a love of dance and for working with children.  She is an elementary 
school teacher and a mom to an adorable little boy.  She is also a rehearsal assistant with TADA Performance 
Company. 

Bliss Soucek is a lifelong resident of Milford, Delaware. Bliss has been a staff member with TADA for 14 years, 
teaching pre-ballet, pre-tap, ballet, pointe, advanced tap and variations. She is returning to TADA after taking a 
year off to have her baby girl. Bliss has over twenty years of dance experience, including seven years as a 
company member with the Delaware Ballet. She performed several principal roles with the Delaware Ballet 
including Clara, Dew Drop, Snow Queen, and Sugar Plum Fairy in the Nutcracker. She taught Kinderdance for 
three and four year olds for two years with Central Delaware Dance Academy. Bliss attended summer intensives 
with Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and Orlando Ballet.  Before settling on a career in law, she originally 
majored in Dance with a concentration in Ballet at Point Park University, where she performed soloist roles with 
Point Park University’s Conservatory of Performing Arts as a freshman and was awarded an apprenticeship in 
Ballet and Jazz. While in Pittsburgh, she served as a dance teacher for inner city students with Community 
Outreach Partnership Centers of Pittsburgh. She held the titles of Teen Miss Milford 2002, Delaware’s Jr. Miss 
2004, and Miss Milford 2005 and 2007. She placed first runner-up in the 2007 Miss Delaware Pageant. Bliss served 
as a choreographer for the Delaware’s Junior Miss program for four years, and the Miss Delaware’s Outstanding 
Teen Pageant for four years.  She received her Bachelor of Arts in English from Point Park University in 2007, and 
her Juris Doctorate from George Mason University’s School of Law in 2010. By day Bliss is a real estate attorney 
with Wolfe & Associates, LLC and is the managing attorney for their Milford office. She loves helping people 
achieve their dream of home ownership. She enjoys spending time with her family, friends and her daughter, 
Vivienne.  

Daisie Stevenson began dancing at the age of three and studied ballet, variations, contemporary, jazz and tap 
at TADA. She was a volunteer Teacher’s Assistant for 3 years and began teaching her own classes 4 years ago 
while still a student at TADA. She was a proud recipient of the 2019 Jennifer Wiley Memorial Scholarship  which 



she used to further her dance education. Daisie has competed in NYCDA, YAGP and Jump where she won 
multiple awards. She also attended the Delaware Dance Festival and enjoyed playing many roles in TADA 
Performance Company productions including: Sugar Plum (Nutcracker), Evil StepMother (Cinderella), Step Sister 
(Cinderella), Lead Arabin (Nutcracker), Cowardly Lion (Wizard of Oz) and Wicked Witch (Wizard of Oz). Daisie is  a 
graduate of Lake Forest High School and is currently attending Delaware Tech, working towards a  degree in 
Elementary Education.  Daisie is so excited to be back at TADA teaching her own classes this year.  

Aimee Voshell String began her dance training at the age of seven under the direction of the illustrious Tatiana 
Akinfieva-Smith.  She is trained in classical ballet, tap, lyrical, jazz and hip hop and has been a soloist with the 
Delaware Ballet, Salisbury Ballet Company, Diamond Dance Company and Center Stage.  At the age of 17 Aimee 
was one of Delaware’s youngest women to capture the Miss Delaware title, went on to represent Delaware in the 
1997 Miss America Pageant and was awarded an Outstanding Delawarean award for her commitment to Arts 
Education.  While earning her Bachelor’s in Communication from the University of Delaware, Aimee was a 
member and Captain of the Nationally Ranked University of Delaware Dance Team and danced on ESPN and 
ESPN2. Post College, Aimee went on to earn her Juris Doctorate from the University Of Baltimore School Of Law 
with concentrations in Family Law and Public/Government Service.  While in Law school Aimee coached the C. 
Milton Wright High School Dance team and led them to a First Place National Title.  For 17 years Aimee was the  
official choreographer and assistant producer/director for the Miss Delaware Scholarship pageant and enjoys 
doing occasional choreography for the Possum Point Players Community Theatre.   She has taught at numerous 
dance schools throughout Delaware and Maryland and is thrilled to be on the staff of TADA and serve as the 
school’s Director where she can continue to further the legacy of Tatiana.   Aimee is also an Assistant Director 
for TADA Performance Company.  She currently works as the Chief of Legislative Relations for the Delaware 
Department of Transportation. Aimee is married to her high school sweetheart Dan and together they have 
three beautiful children, Brynn, Colton and Cambri. 

Jillian Wilkins began dancing at the age of 5 and joined TADA to train while in high school. She is trained in 
ballet, pointe, tap, jazz and contemporary. She has been in numerous TADA and Diamond Dance Company 
productions dancing notable roles such as Clara and the Sugar Plum Fairy. Jillian  has attended summer dance 
intensives including Burklyn Ballet Theater and danced on the Harry Connick Jr. Show. Jillian graduated from 
Shenandoah University in 2021 with a bachelors of science in Social Studies and minors in education and 
dance. She currently teaches middle school science at Greenwood Mennonite School and is thrilled to be 
returning to TADA for her fifth year of teaching. 
 
Misty Yencer has over 20 years of dance instruction experience and is entering her 15th year as Director of TADA 
Performance Company (formerly known as Diamond Dance Company), which was co-founded by her late 
grandmother Tatiana Akinfieva-Smith. She has been an educator in the public school system for over 20 years. 
She holds an undergraduate degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Education and graduate degrees in 
reading instruction and school administration.  Misty is certified as a Reading Specialist K-12 and School 
Leader/Principal in the State of Delaware.  Most of her formal ballet training was under the direction of her 
grandmother, Tatiana Akinfieva-Smith. She has also trained with Daniel Kaiser, Victoria Voshell, and Diane Drulis 
in the disciplines of ballet, tap, jazz, and musical theater. As a student Misty attended and competed with Dance 
Masters of America, Company Dance, and New York City Dance Alliance. Mrs. Yencer has attended 
instructor/teacher training with choreographers and judges from "So You Think You Can Dance", Company 
Dance, and NYCDA. She has also choreographed award winning competition pieces. Misty is a 2013 
BroadwayWorld award winner for choreography. Mrs. Yencer was named “Teacher of the Year'' for W. R. Brown 
Elementary 06-07, and Welch Elementary School 10-11 & 11-12, all of the CRSD.  Misty resides in Magnolia with her 
husband Steve, and her daughter, Madi. 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Academy Director: Aimee Voshell String (aimeestring@yahoo.com) 

(all concerns regarding level placement, technical training, and staff should be directed to Miss Aimee and/or the instructor) 
 

President of the Board of Directors: Patrick Forey (president@diamonddanceco.com) 
 

Office Manager:  Denise Forey (denise.forey@gmail.com) 
(all payments for tuition, costumes, shoes, tights, and apparel & tuition/costume balance inquiries directed to Miss Denise) 
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